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LIMITED OFFNYIAL USE SINAI 0137 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, EG, IS 

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR PRESS VISIT 

REF: A. TEL AVIV 1386; B. CAIRO 2377 C. SINAI 0100 

1.IN RESPONSE REF A, THE POLICY ON PERMITTING PRESS VISITS 
FROM ISRAEL TO THE SFM IS FOR PERMISSION TO BE OBTAINED FROM 
THE GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL AND THEN FROM THE OFFICE OF THE UN 
CHIEF COORDINATOR AT JERUSALEM. IF BOTH ARE OBTAINED, PER- 
MISSION IS REQUESTED FROM THE SFM. 

2. REF B IS ONE OF A SERIES OF TELEGRAMS UNDERSCORING CON- 
TINUING EGYPTIAN SENSITIVITY TO VISITS BY THE PRESS TO THE 
BUFFER ZONE, PARTICULARLY AS REGARDS ANY COVERAGE OF THE 
U.S. PRESENCE HERE. 

3. IN REF C. GEN IILASVUO INDICATED HIS AWARENESS OF 

THE CARE WHICH MUST BE TAKEN IN APPROVING VISITS TO THE BUFFER 
ZONE. 

4. 1 RECOMMEND THAT BOTH JOHNSON AND BLOOM BE TOLD THAT 
MARCH 1 IS TOO SOON TO EXPECT CLEARANCE TO VISIT SFM. 
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5. SINCE THIS IS THE FIRST REQUEST FOR A PRESS VISIT TO THE 
SFM SINCE FEBRUARY 22, 1 WOULD PREFER TO WAIT AND HEAR FROM 
ALL ADDRESSEES BEFORE TAKING ACTION. 

THORNE 
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